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designed hammocks and tapestries. The hammocks would be produced 
by the Masaya artisans, and the tapestries by Guatemalan artisans who 
would be paid four times the going rate.

For this project, he commissioned 100 local weavers to make a collection 
of 14 total tapestries designed in limited editions of 100 per design. The 
pieces maintained Calder’s primary colors and iconographic images. 
Noteworthy because of the medium, the tapestries were made from woven 
maguey fiber, a hemp-like material formed from agave plant leaves. 
The Guatemalans, well-known for their weaving, produced the tapestry 
works. However, the works were not woven. To accommodate Calder’s 
complicated designs and color patterns, the weavers devised a technique 
where they braided the works. 

Calder was so impressed by the outcome of the work that he acquired a 
few for his home and studio in France. 

Today, these works can be found in permanent museum collections, 
including the Morris Museum of Morristown, New Jersey and The 
Wisconsin Museum of Quilts and Fiber Arts in Cedarburg, Wisconsin.

Alexander Calder was a world-renowned abstract artist with a distinctive, 
unique style. He was mostly recognized for his invention of the mobile 
and his monumental stabile sculptures, but Calder also worked in various 
other mediums, both traditional and experimental. This exhibition focuses 
on Calder’s Maguey fiber tapestries supported by a selection of multiples 
from the Findlay Galleries collection. 
 
 On December 23, 1972, three earthquakes struck the city of Managua, 
Nicaragua. Nicaragua’s neighboring countries, as well as political figures, 
celebrities and Pope Paul VI, responded immediately to raise money 
and awareness for those in need. One of those people was Catalina 
Meyer, also known as Kitty, a Manhattan socialite who had grown up in 
Nicaragua after escaping World War II with her Polish family. Meyer, a 
distinguished patron of the art world, wished to create an arts mission to 
rebuild Managua. Meyer put together auctions with well-known auction 
houses to help raise money. Alexander Calder was one of five artists who 
provided lithographs for Meyer’s auctions. In 1973, Meyer visited Calder 
in France, bringing with her a Masaya hammock, a popular product of 
Nicaragua made by local artisans, as a gift for his donated lithographs.  

Calder was so captivated and impressed with the quality workmanship 
of the hammock he cultivated a plan with Meyer to produce Calder-
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Star, 1975
hand-woven tapestry in Maguey fiber
57 x 85 in.
FG© 135704
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Oriflammes II, 1970  |  lithograph in colors on wove paper  |  29 3/8 x 43 3/8 in.  |  FG© 136081 Composition, HC 15/25  |  color lithograph  |  21 x 27 in.  |  FG© 131666
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Lombrizi
hand-woven tapestry in Maguey fiber
57 x 85 in.
FG© 136082
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 Tapestry, 87/90  |  Lithograph on paper  |  30 3/4 x 23 in.  |  FG© 135631 Louisiana Edition, 73/150  |  Lithograph on paper  |  30 1/2 x 22 3/4 in.  |  FG© 134994
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Moon
hand-woven tapestry in Maguey fiber
57 x 85 in.
FG© 136083



1817



2019

Soleil Rouge, 1965  |  lithograph in color on Rives BFK paper  |  22 x 32 in.  |  FG© 140067 Les Pyramides Grandes, 1975  |  lithograph on paper  |  29 x 43 in.  |  FG© 135924
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Spiral and Red Triangle  |  lithograph in colors on wove paper  |  29 1/2 x 43 1/8 in.  |  FG© 135703

Untitled tapestry, 1974  |  mohair wool  |  60 3/4 x 74 1/2 in.  |  FG© 140799
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Please contact our galleries for 
inquiries, acquisitions and consignments.

New York
(212) 421-5390

newyork@findlayart.com
32 East 57th Street, 2nd Floor
New York, New York 10022 

Palm Beach
(561) 655-2090

palmbeach@findlayart.com
165 Worth Avenue

Palm Beach, Florida 33480
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