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“My paintings are like entries in a diary because
they are all reactions to things | have seen or felt.”

Nicola Simbari (1927 - 2012)
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The Palette Knife Master

Nicola Simbari is a phenomenon in the world of modern art. For more than fifty years, he
soared from one artistic period to another. Always succeeding brilliantly, he redefined the
magic of color and form. Along the way, he took on his subjects as a panorama of everyday
life. Sensuality becomes an overriding theme for Simbari, causing beauty and romance to reign
supreme.

As a painter, Simbari initially was interested in mainly the avant-garde movement. Braque was his
first god, and later followed his admiration for Miré. Gradually, he became involved in an effort
to tell a story with his paintings, so he changed to a more introverted approach. Meanwhile,
Simbari began developing an admiration for Gauguin, Van Gogh and de Staél. Gradually
finding himself free from influence, he developed the style now recognized as Simbaresco.
He began defining himself as a representational artist who went through numerous styles of
painting including Abstract Expressionism and Geometric Abstraction, yet resolutely remaining
a figurative painter due to his alluring fascination in people.



Sunflowers
acrylic on canvas
151/2x 12 in.
FG© 139280




Throughout his travels, Simbari sketched incessantly
in pencil or pastel. The paintings were done in his
own studio under the strong light of the Italian
sky and to a background of symphonic music by
his favorite composers, which include Beethoven,
Mozart, Vivaldi, and Palestrina. Having been trained
as an architect, Simbari handled his colors with an
architect'’s respect for the basic form. His paintings
remained disciplined regardless of the brilliance of
his colors and how freely he treated his subjects. His
grasp of such essential elements in a subject enabled
him to work freely and assuredly.

The entire world around him fascinated Simbari,
and his subjects are all-embracing. The Italian
countryside, the sea, flowers, native festivals,
processions, café scenes, the Isle of Ischia, fishing
villages, parades, boats on the seashore, lovely
women in the sun, small coastal villages, gardens
jeweled with flowers — all are part of his repertoire.
No matter what the subject, in each painting Simbari
embodies his credo which, in his own words is, “to
express in the most satisfactory way possible, and
as completely as you possibly can, your truest view,
your truest feelings, about life and about people.”
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Le Colisee

acrylic on canvas
39x47 1/2 in.
FGO© 137975




Near le Chatelet | acrylic on canvas | 38 x 51 in. | FG© 138772



Petit Station de Metro | acrylic on canvas | 31 5/8 x 25 1/2 in. | FG© 139139






Simbari’'s paintings could easily be described
as cinematic due to the introspective lull and
anticipatory tension that lurks just below the
surface of the painting. Correspondingly, if cinema
is the angle by which Simbari’s works are to be
viewed, then the Italian Cinema Verité is the
cinematic style that is closest in its ethos and
aesthetic. There is an immediacy that allows for
the unedited to be part of the pictorial world. The
focus is placed on free execution through bold
palette knife strokes. It is here where Simbari’'s
instincts act and the result is the capture of a reality
that is fleeting and in a state of constant motion.

Au Drugstore

acrylic on canvas
311/2x311/2in.

FG© 138330




The Allure of
the Sea




Sardinia

acrylic on canvas
351/2x351/2in.
FGO 109201







Cavallo e carrozza

oil on canvas
20 x 24 in.
FGO© 138542
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Gennarino | oil on canvas | 31 1/2 x 39 1/2 in. | FG© 136564



Una giornata in spiaggia | oil on canvas | 24 x 19 1/2 in. | FG© 135770
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Born in Calabria, Italy, Simbari's earliest paintings
ensue scenes from his daily life, fishing villages, and the
surrounding countryside. His work was greatly impacted
by the magical allure of the Mediterranean. From the
intense blues of the sky and water to the shimmering
hues of the houses and expressive colors of the flowers
around them, this enchanting atmosphere served as a
springboard for Simbari’s innovative style of painting.
His use of color and texture complemented his vision of
the environment by allowing him to evoke the feeling
of the sun’s rays on warm flesh and the soft touch of
an ocean breeze. Simbari's paintings of the sea are
luminous, vibrant and pulsating.

Ischia r
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acrylic on canvas
19 3/4 x 31 5/8 in.
FGO 139496
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Seascape with Still Life | oil on canvas | 31 5/8 x 35 1/2 in. | FG© 136094



Paesaggio Marino | oil on canvas | 23.62 x 35.43 in. | FGO© 139630







Bella Donna
oil on canvas
351/2x39 1/4 in.
FG© 134002
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Simbari’s place in art history is secured in part by
the unusual combination of an innovative mind
with natural talent. Emerging in the decade after
American Abstract Expressionism had captured
the attention of the art world, Simbari was one of
the European artists who absorbed and took full
advantage of the new language and understanding
the Abstract Expressionists had opened for the
world. He merged several of the formal elements of
non-representational painting such as color fields,
heavy impasto and rhythm through pattern (and its
disruption) with representational elements, all the
while using the palette knife. The result became
known as the Simbaresco.

St. Pauli

oil on paper

27 1/2x 39 1/4 in.
FGO© 112975
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Donna in rosso | oil on canvas | 43 1/2 x 39 1/2 in. | FG© 137431



La jeune fille et le clown | acrylic on canvas | 63 x 78 in. | FG© 135922
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Rosa

acrylic on canvas
43 1/2x 39 1/4 in.
FGO 113940
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Annette | acrylic on paper | 47 x 43 in. | FG© 112985



Red Pareo | oil on canvas | 43 x 47 in. | FG© 112983
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Environs

Simbari enjoyed painting both people and the

places they inhabited. Throughout his entire
career, he took the time and the space to step
back and capture the beauty that surrounded
him. He enjoyed painting a wide variety of
themes, and his focus varied from an overall vista
or large architectural elements, to small details
in the corner of a charming street or market.
This selection showcases a group of Simbari’s
early works and places them in contrast with
the more colorful works that form the majority
of his oeuvre.



Campo de Fiori
oil on canvas
35x311/2in.
FGO 129391
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Bois de Boulogne
oil on board

80 x 72 in.

FG© 135147
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Terrace in Trastevere | oil on canvas | 39 9/16 x 47 1/4 in. | FG© 133940
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La Salute | oil on canvas 123 5/8 x 31 1/2 in. | FGO© 135173
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Coastal view with umbrellas | oil on canvas | 28 3/4 x 39 1/4 in. | FG© 135765
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Etching =

Like several of the modern masters that inspired
him, Simbari created works in an assortment of —_—
mediums. Findlay Galleries is proud to present

\\
a collection of rare early etchings. These works \\\ \

were printed in 1973 and are both signed and

vy
numbered by the artist. They are a perfect \\ \ )'

addition to any collection. Whether this is your
first Simbari or you have several of his works \‘ N \ / )
in your collection, the rarity and exceptional

condition of these works will expand your \
understanding of Simbari’s talent and artistic \ \
practice, as they clearly highlight his ability as a

draftsman and his use of dynamic and rhythmic

\|
ines. Q




Trois Nus, 5/15 | black & white etching | 18 1/2 x 25 in. | FG© 130063

36



e ik
&\.‘. A T
i

e :

s
s

¢ n!..umﬁihmﬂm,!-
e I LT T L
[ i RSy v;
S 4

SCIT A R m e w SR

Terrasse, 5/50 | black & white etching | 18 1/2 x 25 in. | FG© 130064
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La Seine, 7/50 | black & white etching | 18 1/2 x 25 in. | FG© 130065
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Le Boulevard 7/15 | black & white etching | 18 1/2 x 25 in. | FG© 130061
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Solitude, 9/50 | black & white etching | 18 1/2 x 25 in. | FG© 130067
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Figures

Simbari was at his core a figurative painter.
As a young boy living in Rome, he had the
opportunity to see some of the greatest
masterpieces produced by both the classical
civilizations (Greece and Rome) and by the
artists working during the Italian and Northern
Renaissance. Simbari painted strong, diverse,
and confident women, and it was in these
aspects of their personality where he found
their beauty.




Zingara
oil on canvas

351/2x391/2in.

FGO© 137412
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Simbari used his figures to unlock the meaning of
other areas of his paintings. It is often a face or a
body part that gives meaning to the surrounding
elements by providing the viewer with a sense of
scale, proportion and context. Simbari's figurative
work also showcases his technical ability through
his mastery of the challenge to represent the three
dimensionality of the human form while using the
palette knife. In order to create volume, Simbari had
to paint in a gradient, and success depended on the
artist selecting the perfect color intensity and value.

Women of Maratea
oil on canvas
351/2x 65 1/4 in.
FGO© 137413
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Castelli Romani | acrylic on canvas | 35 1/2 x 39 3/8 in. | FG© 139281



Autumn Leaves | acrylic on canvas | 39 1/4 x 43 1/4 in. | FGO© 104141
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Interior with Marina | oil on canvas | 35 1/8 x 45 13/16 in. | FG© 131392
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Margherita | acrylic & gouache on canvas | 39 1/2 x 27 3/4 in. | FG© 111114



Entr'acte | acrylic on canvas | 39 x 43 in. | FG© 138155
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EXHIBITIONS



1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1967

1969

1970

1971

1971

1972

1973

1976

First one-man show, London

Exhibition Gallery Obelisco, Rome

Exhibitions in London and New York

First one-man show in Palm Beach

Exhibitions in Palm Beach, Los Angeles,

San Francisco, London, Philadelphia, St. Louis and

Chicago at the Findlay Galleries

Second one-man show in Palm Beach and second
one-man show in Chicago at Wally Findlay Galleries

Several one-man shows in New York, Chicago and
Palm Beach at Wally Findlay Galleries

Represented exclusively by Wally Findlay Galleries
International

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries,
New York

Creates two sculptures in Bronze
Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries, Paris

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries,
Palm Beach

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries,
New York and Beverly Hills

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries, Paris and
Retrospective, Wally Findlay Galleries, Chicago

Exhibition “Crazy Horse Saloon”
Wally Findlay Galleries, Paris

1977

1978

1979

1981

1983

1984-

87

1988

1988

1989

1990

1990

1990

1991

1992

Exhibition “Le Cirque” Wally Findlay Galleries,
New York, Palm Beach

Exhibition “Le Cirque” Wally Findlay Galleries, Paris

Exhibition “The Mediterranean”
Wally Findlay Galleries, Paris

Exhibition “Paris” Wally Findlay Galleries, Paris

Exhibition “The Grand Prize”, Hotel de Paris,
Monte Carlo

Exhibitions Germany, Japan and the
United States

Exhibition “Soar with Simbari”
Wally Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach

Exhibition, “Un lointain regard”
Wally Findlay Galleries, Paris

Exhibition in Two Parts: Manhattan,
“Thirteen Cityscapes” and “The Caribbean”
Wally Findlay Galleries, New York

Exhibition, “The Caribbean” Wally Findlay Galleries,
Palm Beach

Exhibition, “Selected Paintings”
Wally Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach

Exhibition, “Soar with Simbari”
Wally Findlay Galleries, New York

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries,
New York

Exhibition, “Simbari and his World”,
Wally Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach

1992

1993

1997

2001

2005

2005

2006

2008

2009

2011

2015

2018

2020

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries, Chicago

Exhibition “Simbari-Favorite Paintings”,
Wally Findlay Galleries, New York & Palm Beach

Exhibition “Simbari” Three simultaneous exhibitions
Wally Findlay Galleries, New York, Palm Beach,
Chicago

Exhibition “The Retrospective, Celebrating 50 Years
of Achievement” Three simultaneous exhibitions,
Wally Findlay Galleries, New York, Palm Beach,
Chicago

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries,
New York

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries,
Palm Beach

Selected Paintings, Wally Findlay Galleries,
Palm Beach

Nicola Simbari, Wally Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach
Nicola Simbari, Wally Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach
Seven Decades, Nicola Simbari,

Wally Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach

Exhibition, Retrospective Collection by the Pallet

Knife Master, Wally Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach

Simbari, Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach

Simbari, Findlay Galleries, Palm Beach
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For further information and pricing of
these artworks please contact the gallery:

Palm Beach

561.655.2090
palmbeach@findlayart.com
165 Worth Avenue
Palm Beach, Florida 33480

New York

212.421.5390
newyork@findlayart.com
32 East 57t Street, 2" Floor
New York, New York 10022

WWW.FINDLAYGALLERIES.COM

Copyright © 2020, Findlay Galleries, all rights reserved. No part of the images or text in this catalogue may be duplicated without permission of
Findlay Galleries. Prices and availability of artwork featured in this catalogue are subject to change without notice.



