


As a young woman, the beautiful things in her grandfather’s
collection were fascinating objects to study and cast a poetic
spell over the work she did in the shop. Along with those thoughts, her
grandfather told her of his adventures on the island of Madagascar,
where he went on lion hunts and encountered natives who in his
eyes were “good savages”, dreamed of in the philosophical system
of Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

From Marseille Annette Ollivary went to Paris to study painting
at the Académie Julian. Those who see her paintings today are
inevitably reminded of the work of Rousseau, but the resemblance
is actually only superficial. Annette herself declares that she had
never seen any of his work when she started to paint. An attentive
study of her canvases reveals that any parallel between her work
and that of Rousseau is not really justified. Annette paints in a
manner that is distinctly her own.

The initial impression of “primitive” or “naive” painting is evoked
by her subjects. There is nothing “primitive” of “naive” about
her work. Every line, every stroke of her brush betrays sure
craftsmanship, a sense of composition, a planned use of color,
a solid foundation of design. She is occupied with a world that
seems linked to a Golden Age or a lost Garden of Eden. Her
forests and fields are filled with gentle creatures of the jungle
living together in peace. The benign lions and tigers are the pets
of the bemused children who play in the forests.

TOP
Annette Ollivary
La Bain du Petit Frere

Qil on Canvas
97118 x 7 2 Inches

FGO135797

BOTTOM
Annette Ollivary
Petit Fermiere
Gouache on Paper
10 %8 x 8 116 Inches

FGO136674

ANNETTE OLLIVARY

)

TOP
Annette Ollivary
La Cueillette des Fleurs, 1980
Gouache
9 7% x 11 ** Inches
FG©134180

LEFT
Annette Ollivary
Pendant la Sieste de Maman
Oil on Canvas
9716 x 7 12 Inches

FGO135796
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Henri Maik - Chicago Water Tower, 1979 Henri Maik « Marché dans les Hautes Herbes, 1971
Qil on Canvas ¢ 21 % x 18 ®Inches « FGO138616 Oil on Canvas ¢ 57 ' x 44 7% Inches « FG©133033

oy ig R

Henri Maik « Le Paradis, 1977 » Oil on Canvas 35 /16 x 45 116 Inches * FGO138603

M aik’s palette ranges from muted, nearly monochromatic tonalities to accents of brilliant, sharp color notes, which have an intense
staccato quality. His colors incline toward the arresting and exotic, which is in keeping with the provocative imagery of his overall
designs. In essence, Maik combined into his paintings qualities which suggest elements of folk art, primitive painting and of work
in mosaics and textiles. He drew strongly on the world of fantasy for images, which have overtones reminiscent of Mayan or Aztec
legends, the Arabian Nights Tales, and even Hans Christian Andersen.

It is amazing to find that such an imaginative painter and one so skillful in achieving great diversity in pigmentation and mood, has
had his background in a variety of brief careers such as a medical corpsman in the French Navy, lumberman in Normandy and actor
in the French theater.

This versatile and creative person was born in Paris on March 27, 1922. His father was a painter and engraver, Joseph Hecht.
Consequently, in his younger days Maik had the opportunity of becoming familiar with this highly specialized art form. However, there
is no indication that he was greatly interested in developing a career in this field. In 1939, under his father’s direction, he printed a book
entitled “Fraternity” which featured the work of Kandinsky, Mirl, Hayter, Hecht and other artists. That was his sole youthful excursion
into the field of art. He received no formal art training, and it was not until about 1956 that Maik gave serious thought to devoting his
energies to art. COVER

Henri Maik « Let's Go, 1967 « Oil on Canvas * 51 #1°x 76 ** Inches * FGO138539
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. Gustavo Novoa - Lost Paradise (Detail) * Acrylic on Canvas ¢ 36 x 48 Inches « FG©138110
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Gustavo Novoa - Virtual Forest * Acrylic on Canvas * 36 x 48 Inches ¢ FG©129307 Gustavo Novoa - Photo Pose » Acrylic on Canvas * 40 x 30 Inches ¢ FGO134839



FINDLAY GALLERIES

PALM BEACH NEW YORK

165 Worth Avenue 724 Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor
Palm Beach, FL 33480 New York, NY 10019
(561) 655 2090 (212) 421 5390
palmbeach@findlayart.com newyork@findlayart.com

MODERN PRIMITIVES

WWW . FINDLAYGALLERIES.COM



