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At the age of three Simbari moved with his family to 
Rome where his father was employed by the Vatican 
as an architect. It was there that he fell in love with the 
frescoes of the Sistine Chapel and found that exploring 
the vast art treasures of the Vatican “was more fun 
than playing with other children.”  He enrolled in the 
Accademia di Belle Arti at 13, and spent four years 
devoted to honing his skill in the classical techniques 
of both painting and architecture.  He opened his first 
studio in Rome at the age of 22.

Considered by many to be Italy’s greatest living artist, 
until his death on December 11, 2012, Simbari’s 
works are filled with color and emotion, exuberance 
and immediacy – and an undeniable excitement over 
anything visual. He was able to find life and interest 
in moments, objects, patterns of light that most 
would bypass as ordinary. And always there were his 
figures. “I am Mediterranean,” he was once quoted 
as saying, “there is always the human being.”  And 
how passionate, emotional, introspective, animated, 
joyous, vivid or silent they were.  In an interview 
for American Artist magazine (April 1961), author 
Sterling McIlhany quotes Simbari as follows: “ I 
have an animal reaction to the world. Everything is 
physical and human. Even the marble lion of Bernini’s 
Fountain of the Four Rivers is human, because he is 
thirsty.”

Early Career

Nicola Simbari was born on July 13, 1927 in the fishing 
village of San Lucido, on the Tyrrhenian coast of Calabria, 
the southern-most region of Italy. Its name honors a monk 
who once lived there, but the literal meaning of  “lucido” is 
“lucid” – clear, articulate, eloquent – all adjectives that could 
as well be used to describe Simbari and his works. 

In his own words: “When I paint, I am like a writer. I must 
have something to say. My paintings are like entries in a diary 
because they are all reactions to things I have seen or felt.”  
Clear, articulate, eloquent.

NicolaSimbari
(1927-2012)
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Sardinia
Acrylic on Canvas

35 5/8  x 35 1/2 Inches
FG 109201

Mediterranean
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Una Giornata in Spiaggia
Oil on Canvas
19 1/2 x 24 Inches
FG 135770
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Boy in Naples, 1970
Acrylic on Canvas
39 1/4 x 47 1/4 Inches
FG 138116
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Gennarino

Oil on Canvas
31 1/2 x 39 1/2 Inches
FG 136564
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In Ischia, 1972
Acrylic on Canvas
31  x 39  Inches
FG 137980
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Jenny au Parasol Rouge, 1976
Oil on Canvas
30 x 40 Inches

FG 138328
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Paulette, 1982
Acrylic on Canvas

27 x 31 Inches
FG 138308

“There are no superfluities 
in his paintings. Nothing 

could be removed from 
what he calls “the 

explosion” or “the action” 
without destroying the 

total impact of the 
painting. Light; dramatic 

quality; brilliant color-- 
the three combine to 

produce the style called 
Simbaresco.”
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Marina Piccola, 1982
Oil on Canvas

39 1/4 x 47 3/8 Inches
FG 136093



26
My girl on the Beach Acrylic on Canvas      36 1/2 x 44 1/4  Inches        FG 135059
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Simbaresco
The entire world around him fascinates Simbari, and his 
subjects are all embracing. The Italian countryside, the sea, 
flowers, native festivals, processions, café scenes, the island 
of Ischia, fishing villages, parades, boats on the seashore, 
lovely women in the sun, small coastal villages, gardens 
jeweled with flowers, all are part of his repertoire. No 
matter  what subject, in each painting Simbari embodies 
his credo which, in his own words, is “to express in the 
most satisfactory way possible, and as completely as you 
possibly can, your truest view, your truest feelings, about 
life and about people.”

Simbari, as most great artists do, found himself freed from 
external influences and developed the style now recognized 
as Simbaresco. He defines himself as a figurative artist who 
journeyed through Abstract Expressionism, Geometric 
Abstraction and a number of other styles of painting, but 
who has always been and still is a figurative painter because 
of his greatest interest in people.
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La Panthere Noire

Oil on Canvas
55 x 59 Inches

FG 104116

Simbaresco
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Bella Donna, 1969 Oil on Canvas       35 1/2 x 39 1/4 Inches        FG 134002 Roxanne Acrylic on Paper Laid on Canvas       42 3/4 x 46 7/8 Inches        FG 113991



35 36Le Chambre Rose, 1988 Gouache on Paper on Canvas      43 x 47  Inches       FG 137935 St. Pauli Oil and Paper on Canvas      27 1/2 x 39 1/4  Inches       FG 112975
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L’Amour, 1975
Oil on Canvas
59 x 59  Inches

FG 125703

“to express in the 
most satisfactory 
way possible, and as 
completely as you 
possibly can, your 
truest view, your truest 
feelings, about life and 
about people.”
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Girl with Flowers, 1965
Acrylic on Canvas
31 x 39 Inches
FG 137934
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Interior with Marina

Oil on Canvas
35 1/8 x 45 13/16  Inches
FG 131392
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Zingara, 1965
Oil on Canvas

35 1/2 x 39 1/2  Inches
FG 137412

“When he uses a brush, 
it is only to create 

the background of the 
painting, which is then 

completed with palette 
knives of which he has 

about twenty-five sizes 
ranging from very tiny 

ones to huge ones.”
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Ragazza Nuda

Oil on Canvas
38 1/4 x 60  Inches
FG 136565
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La Jeune Fille et le Clown

Acrylic on Canvas
63 x 78  Inches
FG 135922
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1961 October

1962 September

1962 January
1963 July
1964 December

1965 February

1966 April

1967 January
1967 January
1968 October

1969 January
1971 November

1972 November

1972 November

1973 November

1975 June
1975 November

1976 June
1977 December

1977 April

1977 February

1977 Novemeber

1978 July
1979 January
1979 September

1980 October

1981 January
1983 February

1988 December

1989 November

1989 November

Chicago: Premiere American Exhibition
Palm Beach: Nicola Simbari
Palm Beach: Nicola Simbari
New York: Parrish Art Museum Exhibition
New York: Nicola Simbari
Palm Beach: Paintings of Mexico and the Caribbean
Palm Beach: Italia Romantica
Chicago: Simbari A Favorite From Rome
Palm Beach: From Rome to Palm Beach
Chicago: Recent Paintings
Palm Beach: Nicola Simbari
New York: Paris ‘71
New York: Circus
New York: First Twenty Years
Chicago: The Portrait of an Artist and His Gallery
Chicago: Sea Moods
Beverly Hills: Sea Moods
Paris: Crazy Horse Saloon Vu Par Simbari
New York: Le Cirque
Beverly Hills: Crazy Horse Saloon
Palm Beach: Sea Moods
Chicago: Nicola Simbari
Beverly Hills: Sun and Sea
Palm Beach: Le Cirque
Beverly Hills: Nicola Simbari
New York: The Mediterranean
Palm Beach: Le Cirque
Palm Beach: New Paintings
Palm Beach: Soar with Simbari
New York: Simbari’s Manhattan
New York: The CaribbeanE

XHIBITIO






N
S 1990 June

1990 January
1991 November

1990 January
1991 January
1992 February

1993 February

1993 June
2001 June
2005 March

2006 October

2008 November

2009 August

2011 November

2012 October

2018 June

New York: Soar with Simbari
Palm Beach: The Caribbean
Chicago: Simbari
Palm Beach: Simbari
Palm Beach: Simbari
Palm Beach: Simbari and His World
Palm Beach: Simbari for Collectors
New York: Simbari for Collectors
London: The Retrospective, Celebrating 50 Years of Achievement
Palm Beach: Nicola Simbari
Palm Beach: Nicola Simbari
Palm Beach: Nicola Simbari
Los Angeles: Figure and Composition
Palm Beach: Seven Decades of Representation
Palm Beach: 60 Years of Representation
Palm Beach: Simbari


