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“They say the sea is cold, but the sea contains the hottest blood of all.”
Whales Weep Not, D.H. Lawrence
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Throughout recorded history, boats in one form or another have been used to move people and 
their goods.  Dugout canoes and skin boats eventually evolved into rudimentary sailing vessels.  
Those, in turn, eventually gave way to vessels capable of sailing great distances.  In the 19th cen-
tury, the wind was no longer required and wind was supplemented, and then replaced by, steam.  
Ultimately, the evolution led to the modern ships we rely on today.

Access to water became a strategic advantage for a settlement - Europe’s great cities grew 
through commerce on the water, whether it be river, lake, or ocean.  For most of human history, 
boats could move people and goods with greater speed and in larger volumes than any land based 
mode of transportation.

One great step forward occurred on January 5th, 1818.  On that snowy day in New York City, 
hundreds of spectators gathered around the South Street seaport to see the James Madison de-
part for England.  The crowds gathered because the James Madison was mostly empty.  Up to 
this point, vessels bound for Europe would wait in port until their cargo of goods or passengers 
reached capacity.  Months earlier, the Black Ball Line had announced the time and date of the 
departure of the James Madison, and New Yorkers turned up to see if the company would hold 
to schedule.  The company held to their word.  Scheduled shipping service was born when the 
James Madison departed New York, mostly empty, in miserable conditions, with a large black 
ball painted on her topsail.



Charles robert Patterson (1878 - 1958)
Clipper Golden State, CiRCA 1935 - 20 x 24 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS OVER BOARd - 129371
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henry sCott (1911  - 2005)
Clipper Ship “City of adelaide” - 29 x 50 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 133178
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John bentham DinsDale (1927 - 2008)
the Great tea raCe of 1872, the thermopylae ad Cutty Sark -  20 x 30 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 124399
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John bentham DinsDale (1927 - 2008)
the JameS BaineS - 30 x 40 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 128873
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aDrian rigby (b. 1962)
raCinG the Wind - 24 x 36 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 132446
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ViCtor Viollet le DuC (1848 - 1901)
marine leS environS de rouen - 18 x 24 iNCHES, OiL ON PANEL - 131773
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montague Dawson (1895 - 1973)
SChooner yaCht CruSader Built Ca. 1875 - 27 x 35 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 130818
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leon suzanne (1870 - 1923)
l’entree du port - 24 x 19 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 128686
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antonio gasParo JaCobsen (1850 - 1921)
the City of Berlin SteamShip on hiGh SeaS, NEW YORK, 1879 - 32 x 60 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 131693
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The City of Berlin
The S.S. City of Berlin was a British passenger liner, owned by the Inman Line and commissioned in 1874.  In addition to  
being one of the largest and fastest passenger vessels of her time, she was also one of the most luxurious.  In 1897, she  
became the 1st passenger vessel to have electric lighting throughout her interior.

In the pre-dawn hours of May 18, 1885, on a western bound crossing from Liverpool to New York, the City of Berlin found 
herself in dense fog, among large icebergs.  On the orders of Captain Francis S. Land (and unlike another luxury vessel that 
would come 27 years later), The City of Berlin was running at 50% when the lookouts in the forecastle cried “ice ahead!”

A ship of her size neither stops nor turns easily.  As such, The City of Berlin pounded, head-on, into an ice berg that had 
just emerged from the fog, stopping her dead in her tracks.  An estimated 150 tons of ice toppled from above to her deck.   
The City of Berlin remained hitched to the iceberg for several hours while the Captain and crew surveyed damage which was 
considerable.

Later that morning, she resumed he course and safely delivered all aboard to New York, where the Captain Land was  
rewarded for conduct throughout the incident.
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The 1st recorded yacht race occurred in 1661 in England between two royal yachts, the 
Katherine and the Anne.  The latter vessel, belonging to King Charles II lost a round trip 
race from Greenwich to Graveshead.

However, 1851 is the date that looms large in yacht racing history as the year of the 100 
Guinea Cup, later to be called The America’s Cup.  That year, the Royal Yacht Squadron 
at Cowes, England issued a challenge to race around the Isle of Wight.

Fourteen English boats crossed the starting line, however only one vessel appeared from 
the United States - the sailing vessel America.  America was a sleek two-masted schoo-
ner belonging to John Cox Stevens, the 1st Commodore of the New York Yacht Club.  
She crossed the finish line well ahead of the rest of the fleet.

According to legend, Queen Victoria is reported to have enquired who won the race.  
Upon learning that it was the American vessel, she further enquired who came in sec-
ond.  The response still echoes in sailing lore’s long halls, “Ah, Your Majesty, there is 
no second.”

Renamed “The America’s Cup” (after the boat, not the continent) the race continues 
today as a friendly competition between nations. 



aDrian rigby (b. 1962)
the Breton reef ChallenGe Cup, Britannia & navahoe - 30 x 40 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS- 132443
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John bentham DinsDale (1927 - 2008)
miSChief leadinG atlanta, the ameriCaS Cup 1881 - 16 x 20 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 130894
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aDrian rigby (b. 1962)
Weetamoe and enterpriSe - 24 x 30 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS- 131418
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aDrian rigby (b. 1962)
yankee & ShamroCk v, raCinG off torBay, 1935 - 24 x 30 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS- 132444
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aDrian rigby (b. 1962)
“deadly rivalS” defender & valkyrie ii, 1895 - 27 x 40 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS- 131934
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Not long after man learned to take to the water, he came to understand its strategic value 
in battle. 

The first recorded naval battle took place in the Mediterranean in 1210 BC.  In the  
millennia since, one power after another has asserted their dominance on the water and 
advancements were made.  For example it is believed that the Persians were the first to 
combine land and sea operations.

In the Mediterranean, the Persians, Greeks, Romans, Venetians, Ottomans, Barbary 
States, Spaniards, and Italians all dominated the seas at one time or another.  Ultimately, 
the northern Europeans, particularly the English would come to rule the seas.  In recent 
times, The United States has become the dominant naval power.

Over the course of this history, warships would evolve from canoes to nuclear  
powered submarines and the men who commanded them would become legends:  
Odysseus, da Gama, Magellan, Columbus, Bligh, Nelson, John Paul Jones.
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John bentham DinsDale (1927 - 2008)
the BarBary CorSair’S 1815 - 16 - 24 x 36 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 127888
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John bentham DinsDale (1927 - 2008)
the atlaS With purSuit and planter - 20 x 30 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 130353
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John bentham DinsDale (1927 - 2008)
the united StateS and maCedonia - 30 x 40 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 130352
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John bentham DinsDale (1927 - 2008)
the ConStitution and the Guerriere - 40 x 30 iNCHES, OiL ON CANVAS - 127889
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The USS Constitution and The HMS Guerriere
During the War of 1812, the USS Constitution met the HMS Guerriere twice.

In July, the Guerriere, previously a French boat taken by the British in combat, had pursued the Constitution unsuccessfully 
near New York.  Shots were fired, but mostly it was an exercise of cat and mouse with the Constitution struggling to escape 
the Guerriere and other British vessels.  Their second meeting would prove to be more violent.

On August 19th, the USS Constitution met the HMS Guerriere again off Halifax.  This time, the wind was in the Constitution’s 
favor.  While trying to evade her, the Guerriere fired off several rounds.  While most shots simply missed, some were seen to 
bounce off the Constitution’s hull.   As the gauge between them narrowed, the Constitution’s hull and artillery proved to be 
too strong.  Ultimately the Guerriere surrendered and “Old Ironsides” was born.



There is perhaps no greater expression of wealth that a luxury yacht.  From Cleopatra’s 
barge to Aristotle Onassis’ Christina, yachts have been the symbol of opulence and the 
protector of the privacy of those aboard.

The Gilded Age produced the golden age of yachting.  Titans of industry and heads of 
state commissioned ever bigger and more beautiful  sailing and steam yachts - it was 
important to have both.  Races were contested aboard luxuriously appointed sailing 
yachts, while vacations and business were conducted on their “tenders.”  Steam yachts 
from this period remain one of the most elegant expressions of wealth and design.  To 
wit, when asked how much his Corsair cost to maintain, J.P. Morgan quipped, “if you 
have to ask, you cannot afford it.”
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antonio De simone (1850 -1920)
the SailinG Ship S.y. SyBarite, 1909 - 17 x 25 iNCHES, PASTEL ON PAPER - 134008
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antonio De simone (1850 -1920)
Steam yaCht Warrior, 1905 - 22 x 35 iNCHES, GOUACHE ON PAPER - 129372
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S/Y Warrior
The steam yacht Warrior was built in Scotland in 1904 for Frederick W. Vanderbilt.  She was 255 feet long with a beam of 
32 feet and was one of the largest yachts afloat.

In 1914 Vanderbilt sold the boat to his nephew,  Alfred G. Vanderbilt, who rechristened her Wayfayer.  Alexander Smith 
Cochran, who was the largest carpet manufacturer, in the world would later buy the boat out of Valderbilt’s estate and revert 
her back to Warrior.

With the outbreak of The Great War, the boat was purchased by the British Navy and converted to a cruiser (given the lead 
time required to build a large vessel, this was a common practice through World War II).  The steam yacht Warrior was 
now the HMS Warrior.

After the war, she was bought by a Spaniard and given the Basque name for “Morning Star,” Goizeko Izarra.  She would 
later change hands again before being conscripted yet again into service for World War II as HMS Warrior II.

Sadly, HMS Warrior II would not survive the war.  On July 11, 1940, she was destroyed by Luftwaffe bombing in the 
English channel.
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